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relating to health, fire, building regulations, or other activities concerning
structures in the city.

(8) "Public officer" means any officer or officers of a municipality or the
executive director or other chief executive officer of any commission or authority
established by such municipality or jointly with any other municipality who is
authorized by this chapter to exercise the power prescribed herein and pursuant to
Tennessee Code Annotated, § 13-21-101, et seq.

(9) "Structure” means any dwelling or place of public accommodation or
vacant building or structure suitable as a dwelling or place of public
accommodation.

13-403. "Public officer" designated; powers. There is hereby designated
and appointed a "public officer." to be the code enforcement officer of the city, to
exercise the powers prescribed by this chapter, which powers shall be
supplemental to all others held by the code enforcement officer.

13-404. Initiation of proceedings; hearings. Whenever a petition is filed
with the public officer by a public authority or by at least five (5) residents of the
city charging that any structure is unfit for human occupation or use, or whenever
it appears to the public officer (on his own motion) that any structure is unfit for
human occupation or use, the public officer shall, if his preliminary investigation
discloses a basis for such charges, issue and cause 1o be served upon the owner of,
and parties in interest of such structure. a complaint stating the charges in that
respect and containing a notice that a hearing will be held before the public officer
(or his designated agent) at a place therein fixed. not less than ten (10) days nor
more than thirty (30) days after the service of the complaint; and the owner and
parties in interest have the right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in
person, or otherwise, and give testimony at the time and place fixed in the
complaint; and the rules of evidence prevailing in courts of law or equity shall not
be controlling in hearings before the public officer.

13-405. Orders to owners of unfit structures. If. after such notice and
hearing as provided for in the preceding section, the public officer determines that
the structure under consideration is unfit for human occupation or use, he shall
state in writing his finding of fact in support of such determination and shall issue
and cause to be served upon the owner thereof an order:

(1) If the repair, alteration or improvement of the structure can be made at
a reasonable cost in relation to the value of the structure (not exceeding fifty
percent [50%)] of the reasonable value), requiring the owner, within the time
specified in the order, to repair, alter, or improve such structure to render it fit for
human occupation or use or to vacate and close the structure for human

ooo%mmos ot uge! of

(2) If the repair, alteration or improvement of said structure cannot be
made at a reasonable cost in relation to the value of the structure (not to exceed
fifty percent [50%)] of the value of the premises), requiring the owner within the
time specified in the order, to remove or demolish such structure.

13-406. When public officer may repair, etc. If the owner fails to
comply with an order to repair, alter, or improve or to vacate and close the
structure as specified in the preceding section hereof, the public officer may cause
such structure to be repaired, altered, or improved, or to be vacated and closed;
and the public officer may cause to be posted on the main entrance of any
dwelling so closed, a placard with the following words: "This building is unfit for
human occupation or use. The use or occupation of this building for human
occupation or use is prohibited and unlawful."

5&:.5. When public officer may remove or demolish. If the owner fails
to comply with an order, as specified above, to remove or demolish the structure,
the public officer may cause such structure to be removed or demolished.

13-408. Lien for expenses: sale of salvaged materials; other powers
not limited. The amount of the cost of such repairs, alterations or improvements,
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SECTION 2.

SECTION 3.

service of the order of the public officer, such person shall file such bill in the
court.

The remedy provided herein shall be the exclusive remedy and no person
affected by an order of the public officer shall be entitled to recover any damages
for action taken pursuant to any order of the public officer, or because of
noncompliance by such person with any order of the public officer.

13-412. Additional powers of public officer. The public officer, in order
to carry out and effectuate the purposes and provisions of this chapter, shall have
the following powers in addition to those otherwise granted herein:

(1) To investigate conditions of the structures in the city in order to
determine which structures therein are unfit for human occupation or use;

(2) To administer oaths, affirmations, examine witnesses and receive

evidence;

(3) To enter upon premises for the purpose of making examination,
provided that such entry shall be made in such manner as to cause the least
possible inconvenience to the persons in possession;

(4) To appoint and fix the duties of such officers, agents and employees as
he deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter; and

(5) To delegate any of his functions and powers under this chapter to such
officers and agents as he may designate.

13-413. Powers conferred are supplemental. This chapter shall not be
construed to abrogate or impair the powers of the city with regard to the
enforcement of the provisions of its charter or any other ordinances or regulations,
nor to prevent or punish violations thereof, and the powers conferred by this
chapter shall be in addition and supplemental to the powers conferred by the
charter and other laws.

13-414. Structures unfit for human habitation deemed unlawful. It
shall be unlawful for any owner of record to create, maintain or permit to be
maintained in the city structures which are unfit for human occupation or use due
to dilapidation, defects increasing the hazards of fire, accident or other calamities,
lack of ventilation, light or sanitary facilities, or due to other conditions rendering
such dwellings unsafe or unsanitary, or dangerous or detrimental to the health,
safety and morals, or otherwise inimical to the welfare of the residents of the city.

Violations of this section shall subject the offender to a penalty under the
general penalty provision of this code. Each day a violation is allowed to continue
shall constitute a separate offense.

If any section, phrase, sentence or portion of this ordinance is held invalid or
unconstitutional for any reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision; and such
holding shall not affect the validity of remaining portions thereof.

This ordinance shall take effect from and after its final passage, the public welfare
requiring it.

Passed on 1% reading: October 28, 2013

Passed on 2" reading: i (25 /50/3

Attest: _[L44 Joha Nt__rm s/
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